
 
 

Official Prize List of the 
GREAT AMERICAN INSURANCE GROUP/USDF 

REGION 2 DRESSAGE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Recognized by United States Equestrian Federation, Inc.  

& 
DRESSAGE BY●THE●BAY FALL CLASSIC 

 

September 9 – 12, 2010 
 

Qualifying Event for the GAIG/USDF 2011 Regional Championships 
USEF/USDF Level 4 Competition #327614 

 
Judges: Hilda Gurney (S), Sandra Hotz (S), Joan Macartney (S), Susan 
Malone-Casey (S), Anita Owen (S), R. Scott Peterson (S), Debbie Riehl-

Rodriguez (S), Gary Rockwell (O) 
 

Technical Delegates:  Janine Malone (R*), Susan Moran (R*) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Show Manager:  Alexandra Rheinheimer 

561-723-6287, contact@horsesportsbythebay.com 
Show Secretary:  Monica Fitzgerald 

954-647-7940, dressage@horsesportsbythebay.com 
Competition Management:  Horse Sports by the Bay, Inc. 
Executive Committee:  Dean and Alexandra Rheinheimer, 

Karin Flint, and Patrice Schreiber 
Facility:  Flintfields Horse Park 

6535 Bates Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 
Regional Championship Awards:  Carrie Schwartz 

Veterinarian: Hagyard Equine Institute, 859-255-8741 
Farrier:  Tom Waurzyniak, 231-645-0357 

 
Official Qualifying Dates:  September 5, 2009 – August 12, 2010 

 



Entry Opening Date & Closing Dates: 
 

Regionals & DBB Fall Classic  
Opening date: July 5 

Entries must be received by:  
August 11 

 
For More Information & Additional Forms: 

www.horseshowsbythebay.com – exhibitor info tab 
 

Mail Entries to: 
Monica Fitzgerald 

7 Aragon Lane 
Maggie Valley, NC 28751 

 
US EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION 

 
LIFE, SENIOR ACTIVE AND JUNIOR ACTIVE MEMBERS SHALL 
BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL CLASSES AT REGULAR 
COMPETITIONS, EVENTING COMPETITIONS AT THE 
PRELIMINARY LEVEL OR ABOVE AND COMBINED DRIVING 
COMPETITIONS AT THE ADVANCED LEVEL, DRESSAGE, 
REINING AND VAULTING COMPETITIONS AND ENDURANCE 
RIDES.  A NON-MEMBER MAY PARTICIPATE AS A HANDLER, 
RIDER, DRIVER, OWNER, LESSEE, AGENT, COACH OR TRAINER 
AT REGULAR COMPETITIONS, EVENTING COMPETITIONS, 
DRESSAGE COMPETITIONS, REINING COMPETITIONS AND 
COMBINED DRIVING COMPETITIONS UPON PAYMENT OF A 
$30 NON-MEMBER REGISTRATION FEE.  PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
FOLLOWING CLASSES ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE 
REQUIREMEMTNS OF THIS RULE; 1) LEADLINE; 2) 
EXHIBITIONS; 3) GAMES AND RACES; 4) CLASSES FOR 4-H 
MEMBERS; 5) WALK TROT AND ACADEMY CLASSES (Academy 
classes are classes limited to horses used regularly in a lesson 
program); 6) USDF INTRODUCTORY LEVEL TESTS, PAS DE 
DEUX AND QUADRILLE CLASSES, 7) NRHA ENDORSED REINING 
COMPETITIONS; 8) OPPORTUNITY CLASSES; 9) CITIZENS OF 
OTHER NATIONS WHO HAVE PROOF, IN ENGLISH, OF CURRENT 
MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD STANDING OF THEIR OWN NATIONAL 
FEDERATION, 10) USEA BEGINNER NOVICE DIVISION; AND 
11) ASSISTANT HANDLERS IN DRESSAGE SPORT HORSE 
BREEDING CLASSES. 
 



GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
EVERY CLASS OFFERED HEREIN WHICH IS COVERED BY THE RULES 
AND SPECIFICATIONS OF THE CURRENT FEDERATION RULE BOOK 
WILL BE CONDUCTED AND JUDGED IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH. 
 

 Please review all Great American/USDF Regional 
Championship rules and eligibility requirements 

 
FALL CLASSIC/CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS FEES: 
Training – Fourth $40/$55  FEI   $50/$65 
Equitation  $30/$50 Freestyle  $50/$65 
   
ASSOCIATION FEES: 
USEF (D&M $7/USEF $8) $15  
USEF Non Member  $30  USDF Horse ID  $20 
USDF Non Member  $20 USDF Affidavit  $5 
 
Great American Insurance Group/USDF QUALIFYING CLASSES 
Please indicate that a class is to count as qualifying by adding a Q after the 
class number and adding a $10 USDF fee on the entry. Qualifying classes will 
run concurrently with the highest test of each level and do not require a 
separate ride.  Qualifying classes are not pinned. Riders must clearly specify 
the division (Open, AA, J/Y) to be entered.     
ENTRIES 
Only one horse per entry blank per show.  Entries must be received by the 
applicable closing date. Entries must include payment in full to “Horse Sports 
by the Bay”. Each competitor is responsible for supplying management with a 
valid Coggins and correct association numbers (USDF/USEF) for horse, owner, 
rider/handler, and trainer. The scores of competitors who fail to supply correct 
numbers may not be counted toward national awards. Entries accepted on a 
first come, first served basis until shows are filled after which a waiting list will 
be established.  Entries received after the closing date pay a $50 late entry fee 
if accepted. A processing fee of $100 plus collection fees will be charged for 
non-negotiable checks. 
OFFICE FEES 
A fee of $40 will be charged to each entry for office, medical personnel, and 
schooling. Change of rider/horse/handler will result in a $25 change fee after 
closing; all other changes to entries after closing will be $10/change.   
REFUNDS 
Cancellations prior to or on closing date receive full refund less office fee. No 
refund of any fees for any reason after the closing date. Should Management 
have to cancel classes/divisions that can not be rescheduled due to inclement 
weather and/or any other emergency there is no refund on any fees. 
CONCESSIONS 
Food and vendors will be available on grounds during show days. 



NO SHOWS 
All “no shows” that have not contacted the show office will be considered a 
scratch for the rest of the show and ride times may be filled from waiting list.   
NON-SHOWING HORSES 
There will be a $150 fee/show for each non-showing horse. Horses must be 
registered on an entry form with both show secretary and stabling manager. 
ARENAS 
All outdoor arenas and warm ups are sand/limestone Mix. All dressage arenas 
are 20m x 60 m. Please see www.horseshowsbythebay.com for facility map & 
show grounds photos. 
MEDICAL WASTE 
Due to Federal Regulations, all medical waste must be separated.  Receptacles 
are provided by HORSE SHOWS BY THE BAY for disposal of hypodermic 
needles in all aisles.  Failure to use them will result in a $100 fine.  Please do 
not mix with manure waste or trash cans. 
GROUNDS FEE 
A $25/day fee will be charged for all Fall Classic entries showing out of a trailer, 
including days of schooling. A Designated Area will be assigned for all ship-ins. 
FEED/BEDDING 
All bedding prepaid on entries will be delivered to stabling prior to show. On 
grounds feed and bedding orders will need to be placed and paid for with the 
Stable/Feed Office by 12 noon each day, up until noon Saturday.  Pre-paid 
orders cancelled after delivery will be subject to a 50% re-stocking fee. 
AWARDS FOR OPEN SHOWS 
Divisions (Open, AA, J/Y) may run concurrently as one class but all will be 
pinned separately. Rider must clearly specify the division to be entered or will 
be entered as open by default. Ribbon and prize awarded to first place. 
Ribbons awarded to sixth place. Championship and Reserve awarded to Open, 
AA, & J/Y high scores at each level, Training through Fourth and FEI.  
Horse/rider combinations must have competed in at least two classes of the 
same level to be eligible.  Freestyle scores do not count toward championships.  
All ribbons and awards must be picked up by the end of the show. 
AWARDS FOR REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Classes placed Champion and Reserve through eighth place. Riders placing in 
the Great American/USDF Regional Championship classes must be present, 
mounted and in full riding attire for awards ceremonies. Failure, without prior 
permission of the competition manager, in consultation with the Technical 
Delegate, the Awards Coordinator, and the USDF representative, to be present 
and properly attired will eliminate the official score and placing and the next 
highest score will move up in placing. In case of inclement weather, 
unmounted ceremonies may be held.   A tentative schedule for the Awards 
Ceremonies will be printed in the “Show Program” and the official schedule will 
be posted in the show secretary’s office by noon on the day prior to the 
beginning of competition.  Prize money will be paid directly by the USDF to the 
recorded horse owner within 30 days of the end of the championship. 
Champions receive $293; Reserve Champions receive $196. 
 



REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RIDER ‘CHANGE OF REGION’ EXTENDED 
Regional Championship riders who wish to change their region have up to July 
1 to do so with no fee; from July 2 through August 1 with a $100 late fee; and 
from August 2 up to the closing date of the Region in which they intend to 
compete, for a late fee of $300.  Visit the USDF for a copy of the current form. 
FREESTYLE 
CD’s must be clearly labeled with entry name, number, and music directives 
and delivered to show office 24 hours prior to ride for sound check. A copy of 
minimum 60% qualifying test to verify eligibility must be included with entry. 
STABLING 
Stalls are $150 and are available Tuesday at 12noon through Sunday at 7PM. 
Stalls are 10 x 10 temporary under canvas with doors. No initial bedding 
provided.  STALL FEES ARE NON REFUNDABLE AFTER CLOSING DATE.  No 
smoking and No Parking in the barn area.  Stalls assignments will be posted at 
the Stable Office – competitors found using incorrect stalls will be fined $50.00.  
No Championship entry may withdraw/remove horses from the show grounds 
until their classes have been completed without permission of management. 
ADDITIONAL EARLY ARRIVAL STABLING 
Early arrivals are only accepted if authorized by Management. Early arrival 
stalls available at 12noon the day prior to scheduled stabling and are $50/stall.     
PADDOCKS 
A limited number of paddocks will be available to rent for a weekly fee of $250.  
All Paddocks are reserved on a first come first served basis.  Payment in full by 
close of entries is required for reservation to be considered valid.   
MANAGEMENT 
Management reserves the right to combine, split, cancel, or change the classes 
based on subscription. Management reserves the right to refuse, accept 
conditionally and to cancel any entry, disqualify exhibitor(s), prohibit exhibition 
of entries and cancel awards of prizes without claims for damages. Neither 
HORSE SPORTS BY THE BAY, Inc, nor Dean Rheinheimer, nor Alexandra 
Rheinheimer, nor FLINTFIELDS HORSE PARK/BATES HORSE PARK, LLC will be 
responsible in any way for loss or damage, to any persons, animals, or property 
or equipment that may be caused by any horse or pony entered by Exhibitor or 
due to the carelessness or negligence of the person(s) responsible for such 
horse or pony.  This shall be condition of entry to the show and show grounds. 
SCHOOLING 
All horses on the grounds must have an entry form, complete with all 
signatures and a valid Coggins, on file in the office prior to schooling, including 
non-showing horses.  Schooling is permitted in the show rings until 6pm 
Wednesday, weather and conditions permitting.  Schooling rings will be open 
daily from 6am – 7pm, weather and conditions permitting.  An EMT will be on 
grounds on Wednesday.  Horses must wear their show numbers.  All other 
schooling sessions will be added at the discretion of Show Management. 
Longing allowed in posted arena only.  No Longing in the Round Pens, active 
Schooling Rings or in the Show Arenas at all times.   
 
 



RIDE TIMES 
Tentative ride times will be emailed to riders approximately ten days prior to 
competition and posted on our website, www.horseshowsbythebay.com.  All 
horses must wear numbers when ridden or exercised.  Tentative times are 
subject to change. Official times must be confirmed at the show office.   
CANADIAN EXHIBITORS 
An additional $35 fee will be charged for all checks drawn from a non-US bank.   
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 
Michigan law requires a negative EIA test that has been drawn within the 
calendar year or past 30 days for all horses being transported into the state. 
Current and valid Coggins must be presented to Show Secretary with entries to 
complete entry.  Numbers will not be issued without verification. 
LEASH LAW 
All dogs must be on a leash at all times or owners will be subject to fine. 
GOLF CARTS 
A Full Service Golf Cart Company will be on show grounds for golf cart rental.  
Early reservations accepted by calling: 800-714-2210. 
FARRIER & ALL OTHER SERVICE PERSONNEL 
All Service orientated personnel including Farriers, Braiders, Veterinarians, 
Massage Therapists, Photographers, etc., other than OFFICIAL contracted 
providers MUST check in at the office to obtain access to the show grounds.   
Persons without credentials will be considered trespassing and asked to leave. 
MOTORIZED VEHICLES 
GR 301.5:  Minors who do not have a valid driver’s license which allows them 
to operate a motorized vehicle in the state in which they reside will not be 
permitted to operate a motorized vehicle of any kind including, but not limited 
to, golf carts, motorcycles, scooters, or farm utility vehicles on competition 
grounds.  Minors with valid temporary licenses may operate vehicles as long as 
they are accompanied by an adult with a valid license.  Violations of this rule 
will be cause for sanctions against the parent(s), guardian(s) and/or trainer(s) 
who are responsible for the child committing the offense.  Penalties may 
include exclusion of the child, parent(s), guardian(s), and/or trainer(s) from the 
competition grounds for the remainder of the competition and charges being 
filed against any of the above individuals in accordance with Rule 6.  
Wheelchairs and other mobility assistance devices for individuals with 
disabilities are exempt from this rule. 
PARKING 
Horse Trailers and Cars will be asked to park in DESIGNATED PARKING AREAS 
only.  Parking in the Barn Area is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.   
 

Dressage4Kids Fundraiser and Exhibitor Social 
Saturday at 5pm in the Grand Prix Arena Pavilion 

Tickets: $5 on entry form or $10 at show to benefit Dressage4Kids 
Join us for a Wine & Cheese Social and enjoy watching the Championship 

Musical Freestyle Rides while supporting a terrific Charity. 
Hosted by Hampton Green Farm 



DIRECTIONS 
Directions obtained through GPS mapping devises are generally incorrect! 
FROM M-72 please turn NORTH on Bates Road – NOT SOUTH as directed.   
From South East Michigan (Detroit Area) 
I-75 towards Grayling; @ Grayling follow M-72 West through Kalkaska; @  
Williamsburg continue 1.9 miles to Bates Road; after Rail Crossing turn right 
onto Bates Road; Show Facility on Left 1/2 mile. 
From Mid Michigan (Lansing Area) 
Follow US-127 north to Clare; Merge onto M-10 Wes/M-115 West towards 
Ludington/Cadillac to Route 115 North; Merge onto M-131 North; Turn left onto 
Fife Lake Road/CR-605; Follow jog left staying on CR-605 to Williamsburg; Turn 
left on M-72 West; @ Williamsburg continue west 1.9 miles to Bates Road; 
after Rail Road Crossing turn right onto Bates Road; Facility on Left 1 mile. 
From South West Michigan (Grand Rapids Area) 
East I-96 north to Grand Rapids; take US 131 north to Cadillac; Turn left onto 
Fife Lake Road/CR-605; Follow jog left staying on CR-605 to Williamsburg; Turn 
left on M-72 West; @ Williamsburg continue 1.9 miles to Bates Road; after Rail 
Road Crossing turn right onto Bates Road. 
From Traverse City or Northern Michigan (Petoskey Area) 
Follow US 31 to Acme; go East on M-72 3 miles; just prior to Railroad Tracks, 
turn left on Bates Road; Show Facility on Left 1 mile. 
From Toledo, Ohio & Lexington, KY 
Follow US 75 North to Toledo; @ Toledo take US 23 North to Flint; merge onto 
I-75 towards Grayling; Follow directions from Southeast Michigan above. 
 
ON-SITE CAMPER SPACES – in the CAMPING WORLD CAMPGROUND 
Sites are available at $250/week or any part thereof.  Please Call Alex 
Rheinheimer at 561-723-6287 to make arrangements.  Sites are available 
Tuesday at 12noon thru Sunday, 5pm.  RV Rentals – 877-297-3687 
 
ACCOMODATIONS – BLUE RIBBON LODGING PARTNERS 
All Seasons Resort, Kalkaska – 800-806-1580 
Cambria Suites, Traverse City – 231-778-9100 
Cherry Tree Inn & Suites, Traverse City – 800-439-3093 
Days Inn & Suites, Traverse City – 231-941-0208 
Grand Beach Resort, Traverse City – 231-938-4455 
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme – 231-534-6000 
Sugar Beach Resorts, Traverse City – 231-938-0100 
Park Shore Resort, Traverse City – 231-947-3800 
Super 8, Traverse City – 231-938-1887 
Turtle Creek Casino & Hotel, Williamsburg – 800-922-2945 
Honcho Rest Campground, 231-941-3600 
Coldwell Banker Schmidt, Cottage Rentals & Sales – 888.242.7555 
 
For additional information/hotels/camping, please call 1(800)940-1120 

 
 



Dressage By The Bay Fall Classic Open Show Class List 
 
Thursday September 9   Friday September 10 
Class Title  Divisions Class Title  Divisions 
 
100 Training 1 J-Y/AA/O 120 Training 2 J-Y/AA/O 
101 Training 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 121 Training 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
102 First 1  J-Y/AA/O 122 First 2  J-Y/AA/O 
103 First 4  J-Y/AA/O/Q 123 First 4  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
104 Second 1 J-Y/AA/O 124 Second 2 J-Y/AA/O 
105 Second 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 125 Second 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
106 Third 1  J-Y/AA/O 126 Third 2  J-Y/AA/O 
107 Third 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 127 Third 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
108 Fourth 1  J-Y/AA/O 128 Fourth 2  J-Y/AA/O 
109 Fourth 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 129 Fourth 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
110 Prix St Georges J-Y/AA/O/Q 130 Prix St Georges J-Y/AA/O/Q 
112 Intermediaire I J-Y/AA/O/Q 131 Intermediaire I J-Y/AA/O/Q 
113 Intermediaire II J-Y/AA/O/Q 132 Intermediaire II J-Y/AA/O/Q 
114 Grand Prix J-Y/AA/O/Q 133 Grand Prix J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
115 Dressage Equitation  J-Y/AA 134 USDF Freestyle TOC state test O/Q  
116 FEI TOC state test  J-Y/AA/O/Q 135 FEI Freestyle TOC state test O/Q 
 (only FEI tests NOT offered above, no freestyles) 
 

Saturday September 9   Sunday September 12 
Class Title  Divisions Class Title  Divisions 
 
140 Training 1 J-Y/AA/O 160 Training 2 J-Y/AA/O 
141 Training 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 161 Training 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
142 First 1  J-Y/AA/O 162 First 2  J-Y/AA/O 
143 First 4  J-Y/AA/O/Q 163 First 4  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
144 Second 1 J-Y/AA/O 164 Second 2 J-Y/AA/O 
145 Second 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 165 Second 4 J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
146 Third 1  J-Y/AA/O 166 Third 2  J-Y/AA/O 
147 Third 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 167 Third 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
148 Fourth 1  J-Y/AA/O 168 Fourth 2  J-Y/AA/O 
149 Fourth 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 169 Fourth 3  J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
150 Prix St Georges J-Y/AA/O/Q 170 Prix St Georges J-Y/AA/O/Q 
151 Intermediaire I J-Y/AA/O/Q 171 Intermediaire I J-Y/AA/O/Q 
152 Intermediaire II J-Y/AA/O/Q 172 Intermediaire II J-Y/AA/O/Q 
153 Grand Prix J-Y/AA/O/Q 173 Grand Prix J-Y/AA/O/Q 
 
154 Dressage Equitation  J-Y/AA  
 

Q indicates a Great American/USDF qualifying class. Add $10 to entry class fee.



GREAT AMERICAN/USDF CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS LIST - FRIDAY 
 

200 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF FEI Young Rider Championship * 
201 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF FEI Junior Rider Championship * 
 
202 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Training Level Championship  Open* 
203 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Training Level Championship  AA* 
204 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Training Level Championship  J-Y* 
 
205 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Second Level Championship  Open* 
206 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Second Level Championship  AA* 
207 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Second Level Championship  J-Y* 
 

GREAT AMERICAN/USDF CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS LIST - SATURDAY 
 
208 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF First Level Championship  Open* 
209 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF First Level Championship  AA* 
210 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF First Level Championship  J-Y* 
 
211 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Third Level Championship  Open* 
212 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Third Level Championship  AA* 
213 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Third Level Championship  J-Y* 
 
214 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Prix St Georges Championship Open* 
215 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Prix St Georges Championship AA* 
216 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Prix St Georges Championship J-Y* 
 
217 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire II Championship Open* 
218 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire II Championship AA* 
219 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire II Championship J-Y* 
 
220 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF USDF & FEI Freestyle Championship Open* 
(Specify test, USDF 1st through 4th Level or FEI Intermediaire or Grand Prix. These are 
the only eligible tests. Championships for each level will be placed separately.) 
 

GREAT AMERICAN/USDF CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS LIST - SUNDAY 
 
221 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Fourth Level Championship  Open* 
222 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Fourth Level Championship  AA* 
223 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Fourth Level Championship  J-Y* 
 
224 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire I Championship  Open* 
225 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire I Championship AA* 
226 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Intermediaire I Championship J-Y* 
 
227 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Grand Prix Championship  Open* 
228 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Grand Prix Championship  AA* 
229 GREAT AMERICAN/USDF Grand Prix Championship  J-Y* 
 
230 USEF Junior Dressage Seat Equitation Medal Semi Finals 13 and Under 
231 USEF Junior Dressage Seat Equitation Medal Semi Finals 14 - 18 
 

* indicates a Great American/USDF qualifying class. Add $10 to entry class fee 



Championship Rules 
1.  Riders must declare on the championship entry form for each level if the horse/rider 
combination is competing in the open, adult amateur, or junior/young rider division and must 
meet minimum percentage requirements for the championship division entered. 
2.  Any horse entered in a USEF/USDF Regional Championship competition, even if entered at 
two levels, must be ridden by the same rider throughout the competition.  Therefore, a horse 
can only be ridden by one rider for the duration of the competition. 
 3.  Cross‐entering open/adult amateur divisions is NOT permitted at the same or at adjacent 
levels except at a level that does not offer an adult amateur division. 
4.   If a rider intends to enter a Regional Championship as an adult amateur, the rider must be 
an adult by the current USEF definition and a current amateur by the USEF definition. (USEF 
GR1306, 1307 and DR119.3) 
5.  If a rider intends to enter a championship as a junior/young rider, the rider must be a 
junior/young rider by the current USEF definition and his birth date must be on file with USDF 
by July 1 of the championship year. 
6.  Photocopies of USDF/USEF membership cards and horse recording and registration 
certificates must accompany championship entry (USDF PM for rider, USDF PM or BM for 
owner, etc.). 
7.  Whips may not be carried in championship tests (Exception: Competitors riding sidesaddle 
may carry a whip no longer than 47.2 inches (120 cm), including lash, in USEF/USDF 
Championships.) An adjustable‐length whip may not be carried by a mounted rider.  
8.  All championship tests must be ridden from memory. (USEF DR122.1) 
9.  The gate at “A” must be closed for every USEF/USDF championship ride. (USEF DR126.7.a) 
10. At no time during a USEF/USDF Regional Championship competition may any horse entered 
in that championship competition be ridden by anyone other than the rider entered in the 
championship competition on that horse (exception: grooms riding on loose rein).  Further, any 
horse entered in a championship competition, even entered at two levels, must be ridden by 
the same rider throughout competition. (USEF DR127.6)   (NOTE: This applies throughout the 
entire competition, even after a horse has completed its championship classes.)  
11. In the event of a tie (equality of total points) for champion and/or reserve champion in 
USEF/USDF championships classes, the collective marks will determine first, second, and/or 
third or all three places; (i.e. when a tie for first place is broken by collective marks, tied 
competitors will receive first and second places, etc.). If collective marks are equal, the tie will 
remain unbroken (i.e. two first places will be awarded next third place, etc.). Ties (equality of 
total points) after second place will be broken by collective marks.  Ties (equality of total points 
and collective marks) occurring in third through eighth places will remain unbroken.  In the case 
of a tie (equality of total points and collective marks) for champion, prize money designated for 
champion and reserve champion will be combined and divided equally between the two 
competitors.   
12. Hors de Concours entries are not permitted in USEF/USDF championship classes. (USEF 
DR119.5) 
13. In a USEF/USDF championship class, the horse/rider combination must obtain the necessary 
minimum percentage score to be named champion or reserve champion. (USEF DR123.4) If the 
highest placed horse/rider combination receives less than the minimum percentage, there will 
be no awards ceremony, however all class placings will be reported. 
14. In USEF/USDF championship classes, a steward must be appointed to check the saddlery, 
bits and spurs, on both sides of each horse immediately after it has completed its test and has 
left the arena.  Any discrepancy to the saddlery rules will result in immediate elimination. (USEF 
DR126.11) 
15. A Registered (R) Dressage Technical Delegate (TD), who is a current Participating Member of 
USDF, is required to officiate at USEF/USDF championships. TDs for competitions offering 



qualifying and/or championship classes must investigate incidents of non‐compliance and report 
violations to USEF. (See Section H.3. c. below and USEF GR1018.3 and DR127.3) 
16. Entries in USEF/USDF dressage championship classes are limited to competitors who have 
met the qualifications, membership, horse recording and registration requirements, and 
deadlines outlined in USEF DR127 and published by USDF.  Competitors who are properly 
qualified, whose completed entries are received by the closing date for a particular Regional 
Championship, and who have complied with all championship rules may not be denied entry 
into the Regional Championship classes for which they have qualified.  Only one class per 
division and/or level may be held to determine USEF/USDF regional champions. (USEF GR915.2) 
17. USEF/USDF championships classes may not be split. (USEF DR126.1) 
18. Championship classes for juniors and young riders and Dressage Seat Medal Semi‐Finals 
classes must only be held on weekends, including Friday.  Juniors and young riders’ entries 
(horse/rider combinations) are limited to entry in only two championship classes, excluding 
freestyle.  
19.  Except for freestyles, championship classes at consecutive levels, for the same division, may 
not be held on the same day.  When only an open division is offered, no division of a 
consecutive level may be offered on the same day. 
 
Qualifying Class and Championship Eligibility 
1.  Horse/rider combinations which have won a USEF/USDF Regional Championship may no 
longer compete in a USEF/USDF Regional Championship competition, in that division, at that or 
a lower level (Grand Prix Level excepted) if they received the minimum qualifying score or 
higher for that division and level in the championship test per USEF DR127.5.  
2. A horse may not be entered in more than one USEF/USDF Regional Championship at a 
particular level in the same calendar year.  
3.  Riders are NOT required to be a resident of the region to compete in that region’s 
championship.  USDF will presume qualified horses will compete in the region in which the rider 
resides.  Riders who wish to declare a region other than their region of residence must contact 
the USDF office by no later than July 1 of the championship year and submit a change of region 
form, at which time the region will be set for the remainder of the year.  Change of Region 
Forms may be accepted after July 1st up to August 1st, with a late fee of $100. Any change 
received between August 2 and the closing date of the championship region the rider is 
declaring for, will be accepted with a late fee of $300. No changes to region may be made 
after the closing date of the championship region the rider wishes to declare, for any reason.  
(Effective for the 2010 Regional Championships)  
4.  A rider may not compete in more than one Regional Championship competition in the same 
calendar year. 
5.  In the event a competitor is unable to produce copies of the USDF membership or lifetime 
horse registration documents required to enter a qualifying class, a USDF 
membership/registration affidavit may be completed and filed with the competition secretary.  
A fee of $5 is required for each affidavit filed. The $5 fee and a copy of the affidavit must be 
submitted to USDF by the competition secretary with the competition results.  Copies of the 
required memberships and registrations MUST be included with championship entry.  Affidavits 
will not be accepted for USEF or USDF membership or horse recording verification purposes for 
entry in championship classes. 
6.  USEF Dressage Seat Medal Semi‐Finals:  All junior riders through age 18 who have qualified at 
any level for the Regional Championships (excluding freestyle) are automatically eligible to 
compete in the Semi‐Final classes of the USEF Dressage Seat Medal Program. One Semi‐Final 
class will be offered for juniors, ages 13 and under, and a second Semi‐Final class for riders 14 
through 18 in each Great American/USDF Regional Championship.  A regional champion and 
reserve champion for each age group will be named in each USDF region.  Protective headgear 



as described in the USEF Rule Book GR801 will be required for participation in these classes.  For 
complete details of this program, see the USEF Rule Book, DR132, visit the dressage page of the 
USEF Web site at www.usef.org, or contact the USEF dressage department at (859) 258‐2472. 
7.  Horses must be entered in qualifying and championship classes under their official recorded 
names and ownership as specified in USEF GR1102, and transfers of ownership or lease 
registrations must be completed in compliance with USEF rules prior to the competition in order 
for the horse to compete under the name of the new owner or lessee. (USEF DR127.2)   
 
Membership/Registration Requirements for Qualifying and Championships 
 
Rider: 
 • Must be a USDF Participating* Member (PM) at the time qualifying scores are 
earned and at the time of the championships. 
 • Must be a USEF member (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time the 
qualifying scores are earned and at the time of the championships. 
  
Horse: 
 • Must be USDF Lifetime Registered (LTR) at the time qualifying scores are earned and 
at the time of the championships.   
 • Must be USEF (Annual or Lifetime) recorded at the time qualifying scores are earned 
and at the time of the championships.  
• USDF horse registration and USEF horse/recording must be in the name(s) of the current 
owner(s) or lessee(s) of record.    
• A horse is not required to have registry papers. 
 
Owner*: 
 • Must be a USDF member (PM* or Business Member (BM)) at the time the qualifying 
scores are earned and at the time of the championships. 
 • Must be a USEF member (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time qualifying 
scores are earned and at the time of the championships.  
  
* PMs are USDF members who join USDF directly.  USDF Group Members (GM) are ineligible. 
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